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his own person, and sat down and said to me? * 0 you
of evil destiny, relate now your story, that I may know
who you are.3 I told him my name and place of resi-
dence, and whatever various misfortunes had befallen
me, I related to the end.

" When the young man had heard all my history,
he wept, and addressing himself to me, he said, * 0
youth, hear now my story.    I am the daughter of the
raja of the land of Zerldd,1 and that young man who
is confined in the prison of Solomon, his name is
Bahramand;  he is the  son  of my father's prime
minister.    One day the Maliara.j [my father] ordered
that all the rajas and ku-nwars* should assemble on the
plain, which lay under the lattices [of the seraglio] to
shoot arrows, and play at chaugan* so that the horse-
manship and dexterity of every individual might be
displayed.    I was seated near the rani* my mother,
behind one of the lattices of the highest story, and
the female servants and slaves were in waiting around;
there I was looking at the sport.    The minister's son
was the handsomest [man] among them ; and having
caracoled his horse, he performed his exercises with
much address.    He appeared very agreeable [in my
eyes], and my heart became enamoured of him.    I
kept this circumstance concealed for a long while.

1 The name of the countries which lie, as the people of .JTindustan term
it, below Bengal, i. e., to the south-east of it; the name includes the king-
doms of Ava and Pegu.

3 Kunwar is the Hindu name for the son of a raja.

3  The chaugan is a Persian eport performed on horseback, with a large
ball lite a foot-ball, which is knocked about with a long stick like a shep-
herd's crook; it is precisely the game called in Scotland " shintey," and
in England "hockey," only that the players are mounted.

4 Hani is the IRndu name of a raja's wife.